3M LEGAL AFFAIRS 



f>12 984 4610 



09/03 '03 16:05 NO. ^86 01 /Of 



IIPIIIII 

32692 

PATENT TRADfiMARJt OFFICE 



Patent 

Case No.: 55243US019 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



First Named Inventor: Loder, Harry A. j -\ 

Application No.: 09/992212 Group Art Unit: 2874 ^ - 

Filed: November 6, 2001 Examiner: pak > Sun § H * 

Title: Apparatus and Method for Controlling the Bend Radius of an 

Optical Fiber Cable 



COMMUNICATION AFTER NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



CERTIFICATE QF TRANSMISSION 

To Fax No.: 703.'"?' S 3 ) 3 

I hereby certify that lliis correspondence ig being facsimile transmitted to the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office on: 



Date 




Signed by: Linda Ramirez 



Dear Sir: 

As a follow-up to previous phone conversations, the undersigned respectfully requests that the 
Examiner return the PTO-1449 form included with the Information Disclosure Statement dated January 
23, 2003, acknowledging consideration of the references lis^ thereon. Copies of the forms are enclosed 
for the Examiner's convenience. A copy of the dated returned postcard is also enclosed. 

The undersigned respectfully requests that the Examiner return the PTO-1449 form included with 
the Information Disclosure Statement dated November 6 ? 2003, acknowledging consideration of the 
references listed as: 

Other Documents: Frederic H, Abednschein, et a]., "Recent Advances in Fiber-Opt ic 
BackPlane Connector, " 

L. Melcbior, et al. "A High Density Optical Backplane Connector 
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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, enclosed is a completed Form PTO-1449 citing 
references submitted for consideration by the Examiner. A copy of each cited reference is also enclosed. 
It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return the enclosed Form PTO-1449 to indicate 
that each reference has been considered. 

Under 37 CFR § 1.97(e)(1). I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three (3) months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

Under 37 CFR § 1 .704(d), I hereby state that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application 
and that this communication was not received by any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1 -56(c) more than 
thirty (30) days prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

It is believed that no fee is due; however, in the event a fee is required, please charge the fee to 
Deposit Account No. 13-3723. 
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defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to die receipt of a first 
Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits, and hence is believed to be timely filed 
in accordance with 37 C.F.R § 1 .97(b). No fees are believed to be due in connection with the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement, however, should any fces under 37 C.F.R. 
^ \!6 tv i 1\ he r.ece?^.:-\ far .m\ reason relating to r ,hese materials, the Commissioner 

is hereby authorized to deduct said fees from 3M Innovative Properties Company Deposi: 
Account No. 13-3723. 

This application is a divisional application of Serial No. 09/643.333. filed August 22, 
2000, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/443,713, filed December 
1. 1999. and is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120. In accordance with 
Rule 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(d). copies of the listed documents are not enclosed as they have been 
previously cited by or submitted to the Patent and Trademark Office in prior applications Serial 
Nos. 09/643,333 and 09/643,713. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the listed documents be made of record in the present 

case. 
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